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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
5/2/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 28-30,32-49,51 -55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The claim is replete with informalities, too numerous to mention specifically and 
failing to conform with U.S. Patent Office practice. The following noted informalities are 
merely exemplary thereof. The claims should be revised to conform to U. S. Patent 
Office practice. Applicant is advised to completely review the claims for errors as the 
following is not intended to cover all errors. 

I- Claim 28 recites the limitation "the flow" in 8. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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II- Claim 30 is vague and indefinite because "water" as recited in line 2, appears 
to be a double inclusion, at least in part, of the claimed limitation "water" as recited in 
claim 28, line 2. 

III- Claim 32 is vague and indefinite because "water" as recited in line 2, appears 
to be a double inclusion, at least in part, of the claimed limitation "water" as recited in 
claim 28, line 2. 

IV- Claim 51 is vague and indefinite because "water" as recited in lines 5-6, 
appears to be a double inclusion, at least in part, of the claimed limitation "water" as 
recited in line 8. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 28-30,32-34,37,39-45,47-49,51-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Enoki et al. 6,245,224. 

Enoki et al. disclose a water purification apparatus (col. 4, II. 46-58) having an 
inlet (3) and an outlet (31), and at least one water purification means (214,222) therein 
between, wherein the outlet includes at least a first water release means (217) and a 
second water release means (218), the first release means being operable at a first flow 
rate, and the second release means being operable at a second flow rate, the first flow 
rate differing from the second flow rate, wherein the first water release means and 
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second water release means combine their flows prior to dispense of the flow from the 
outlet (col. 7, II. 1-7), wherein the outlet includes further water release means (311) (col. 

5. II. 10-16), the water release means operate in parallel as seen in Figures 3 and 7, 
water pump as seen in Figure 3, a control means (221), alarm means (51,52). 

The device shown by Enoki et al. will perform the method recited in claims 51-53 
during normal operational use of the device. 

Note: the applicant is advised that any action following the words "for" or 
"adapted to" in the claims indicates an intended use for the product and does not limit 
the structure of the product in the claims. Therefore, the examiner is giving no 
patentable weight to any intended use/functional limitations, since the reference of 
Enoki et al. disclose all the structure limitations, then, Enoki et al. is capable of 
performing all of the intended use/functional limitations in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 35-36,54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Enoki et al. 6,245,224 in view of Shannon et al. 3,991 ,91 1 . 

Enoki et al. have taught all the features of the claimed invention except that the 
at least one water release means is operable at a relatively slow flow rate and at least 
one other water release means is operable at a relatively fast flow rate. Shannon 
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teaches the used of a first product release means (S1 ) having a first flow rate and a 
second product release means (S2) having a second flow rate, where the first flow rate 
of the first product release means differing from the second flow rate of the second 
product release means (col. 31 , II. 62-68 onto col. 32, II. 1-57). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to utilize the 
teaching of Shannon et al. onto the first and second water release means of Enoki et 
al., in order to prevent any undesirable dispensing condition such as splashing of the 
product due to high rate of flow as taught by Shannon et al. in (col. 31, II. 62-68 onto col. 
32, II. 1-57). 

With respect to claim 36, the claimed subject matter "wherein the at least one 
water release means is operable at a relatively slow flow rate of up to 0.1 litres per 
minute, the at least one water release means is operable at a relatively fast flow rate of 
up to 2 litres per minute". 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the at least one water release means of Enoki et al. and 
Shannon et al. to be operable at a relatively slow flow rate of up to 0.1 litres per minute 
and at a relatively fast flow rate of up to 2 litres per minute, since it has been held that 
where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the 
optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. As per MPEP 2144.05 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 38,46,55 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 5/2/2008 have been fully considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frederick C. Nicolas whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-4931 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P. Shaver, can be reached on 571-272-4720. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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/Frederick C. Nicolas/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3754 



